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Assessment 3: Short Answer Questions
Analysis of Two Indigenous Artists 
	Student Name
	


First Submission  ☐                  Second Submission  ☐                      Third Submission   ☐

Instructions
Respond to the five (5) questions as an analysis of Indigenous art and the differing protocols in different communities and contexts of being an Indigenous visual artist.  
Enter your responses directly into the text box provided with each question (or part of the question). It will automatically expand as you type.
Please keep to the word count guidance provided. Dot points are acceptable.

Questions 1 to 3 are about the work of Dhalwangu artist, Gawirrin’ Gumana. (1935-2016)
1. Download the example of his artwork and read about the artist and his work, then answer questions 1 – 3.
2.  Identify two (2) things that Gawirrin’ Gumana stated about the exhibited works which connect the past to the present and to spirituality.
	

	


2. How did this work (and other works in the exhibition) affect the space in which they were hung and why did they have this effect? (30-50 words)
	


3. Identify three (3) elements of great spiritual significance in his work. 
	

	

	



Question 4 is about Karla Dickens
4. Read and listen to information in the following links about Wiradjuri artist, Karla Dickens’ Black Madonna series, via the following links and answer questions 4 & 5.
https://mgnsw.org.au/articles/home-karla-dickens-and-black-madonnas/
Watch the YouTube clip to via the following link: 
https://www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au/art/watch-listen-read/watch/473/
Read the descriptions of the materials, techniques and themes in Karla Dicken’s Black Madonna series, listed in the left column of the table below. Describe what each of these represent to Karla as a contemporary Indigenous, visual artist by completing the right column of the table.
	Materials, techniques and themes
	Representation in Karla’s work

	Motifs from the British coat of arms (horse and lion) and crown incorporated with mother and child
	

	Use of embroidery and fabrics 
	

	Gollywog
	

	Black Madonna
	

	Mix of materials, techniques and themes e.g., of European, Aboriginal and contemporary
	



5. Gawirrin’ Gumana was an artist from East Arnhem Land while Karla Dickens is of Wiradjuri and Irish heritage and lives and works in an urban environment. 
Copy and paste the following descriptions into the table aligned with the appropriate artist to define how the cultural protocols and approaches to art making are different for these two artists.
	Decorative 
Personal story
Sacred knowledge
Ochres
	Coded to protect knowledge
Not for decoration
Coded to invite understanding
Found contemporary objects and fabrics
	Multicultural
Traditional story Ceremonial and spiritual
Socio political



	Gawirrin’ Gumana
	Karla Dickens
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