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Kurlama cerem
onies are held now

. These cerem
onies centre around kurlam

a (D
ioscorea bulbifera), a yam

 

Taw
utaw

ungari  Season of the clap sticks

that is prepared, baked and eaten only at this tim
e. Jankinaki (Brahm

iny K
ite) is im

itated du
rin

g th
e 

Kurlama cerem
ony, with dancers painting them

se

lves w
hite and ochre w

ith feath
ers for decoration

. 

en
d of J am

u
takari.

mangroves tell us 
that a storm or cyclone is coming.

M
arrakatari

Th
e tall grasses M

arakati 

Japarrika (Greater and 

plum
osu

m
) p

rodu
ce dark 

near the shore or 

brow
n

 seed
 h

eads at th
e 

roosting in the 

(Sorghu
m

 intran
s an

d Sorghum
 

Lesser Frigatebirds) 

Th
e fi rst d

ry w
in

ds 

sou
th

-east an
d 

tall grass, 
an

d d
ry u

p 

blow
 in

 from
 th
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fl atten
 th
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a lot of 
su

rface 
w

ater.

Th
un

de
r s

to
rm

s 
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ild
 a

t t
his 

tim
e b

ut t
here

 is
 lit

tle
 ra

in.  It
 is hot and humid.

Th
er

e 
ar

e 
of

te
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cl
ou

dy
 sk

ie
s, 

Rakungum
para

 and even black clouds, Turniyuwa.

Cold weather in the middle of Kumunupari, the dry season, is signalled 
by the fl owering  of Wurritjinga 

(Corymbia confertifl ora).

Tow
ards the end of Jam

u
takari, th

e w
et season

, m
any trees and shrubs fl ow

er and fruit.

W
u

rrijin
gari

  Season of the fl ow
ers

Season
 w

h
en

 tall grass fl ow
ers

The wind later in Kumunupari, the dry season, causes your s
kin

 to
 b

eco
m

e 
dr

y 
an

d 
fl a

ky
.
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at fl
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kes s
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Season of cold
Yirriwinari & Munuputari
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W
hen W

urrungilaka (Corymbia nesophlia) 

w
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ou
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al
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Pu
m

w
an

yi
ngari  

Season of th
under

W
or

m
s a

re
 easy

 to
 fi n

d and are sweet and fi lli
ng.

Ku
ru

ku
ra

ri  
Seaso

n of th
e mangrove worm

muddy footprints on the 

trunk of the tree. 

This makes possum 

hunting easier. 

Mumpikari  Season 

When the fi rst rains fall the 

fro
m foraging on the ground 

at night and leave tell-tale possums return to their trees of m
uddy possum tracks

day and the swamps, creeks and rivers are full. Wunijaka, the north-west wind blows and brings rain. There is much lightning, 
Pumurali, and thunder with the rain.

During Jamutakari rain, Pakitiringa, falls every 

M
um

a (Torres Strait Pigeons) 
leave the Tiw

i Islands at the end 
of Jam

atakari after feasting 
on

 th
e red fru

it of Jora 
(Carpentaria acum

inata).

Kimirrakinari  Season of fi re

Dry grass is burnt.
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When M
apulinka (Em

erald 

Dove) calls from
 the jungles 

the Kurlam
a yam

s are fat 

and ready to eat.

are full of Dalyngini 

(honey). m
iniata) fl owers tell 

us that the beehives 

Tim
irraringa (Eucalyptus 

W
hen Alarpiningwani 

se
aso

n w
ill b

egin soon.

(C
om

m
on Koel) c

alls the wet 

Marakati (Spear grass) 
ti

m
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of
 y

ea
r m

ak
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it
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seed heads tell us 
ea
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er
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Kurum
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(W
h

is
tl
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D
uc

k)
, 

(crabs) have soft 
M
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).

shells and are 

full of m
eat.

contortum
) signal that 

M
artapani  (Crested Tern) 

eggs have been laid on 

the islands and are

 ready to be collected.

The fl ow
ers of Jarrikarli (Acacia 

latescens) and W
upunga 

(Pseudopogonatherum
 

auriculiform
is and Acacia 

trees are fl owering Wuninga (Brushtail 

Possums) are fattest as they eat 

the fl owers and buds.

Kumwari  Season of fog
Temperatures are low and fogs 
develop in the mornings.
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