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Assessment 2: Short Answer Questions
Aboriginal Lore and Aboriginal Cultural Expression

	Student Name
	



Instructions
Respond to the following eight (8) questions. You must answer every question. A guide to the length of your response is provided with each question.
Enter your responses directly into the text box or table provided with each question (or part of the question). It will automatically expand as you type. Dot points are acceptable.

1a. Complete the following table to identify some central components of traditional Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander lore. 
	Components of traditional Aboriginal lore
	Two (2) examples of breaking the rules of lore in this category

	Spiritual lore (law)
	

	
	

	Conformity
	

	
	

	Offences
	

	
	

	Social orders
	

	
	


 
1b. Give one (1) example of a punishment that may be given for breaking the rules of lore.
	



2. Download Aboriginal Customary Laws and Sentencing and read the Sydney Williams Case, where efforts have been made to incorporate Aboriginal lore into the Australian judicial system, to answer the following questions.
2a. What were the reasons for incorporating Aboriginal lore into the case? (50-100 words)
	



2b. Describe the response by the Elders to the court’s decision. (90 words)
	



2c. What should have happened in such a case? (25 words)
	



3a. Give a summary of the main purpose of the United Nations as described in the UN Charter. (50-100 words)
	



3b. Review the UN Universal Declaration on Human Rights and provide a summary of why this was created and the main message being advocated. (150 words)
	


3c. Review the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) and complete the following table to identify some basic information on this declaration and Australia’s response. 
	UNDRIP
	Basic information and Australia’s response

	Date it was adopted.
	

	Australia’s initial response.
	

	Australia’s current position on the declaration.
	


 
3d. Describe what these UN treaties have done for the efforts towards self-determination of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people in Australia. (80 words)
	



4. Review the policy on Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander self-determination on the Australian Human Rights Commission website (https://www.humanrights.gov.au/right-self-determination). Identify three (3) strengths and three (3) weaknesses in this policy.
	Australian Human Rights Commission policy on Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander self-determination

	3 Strengths
	

	
	

	
	

	3 Weaknesses
	

	
	

	
	



5. Identify three (3) models of self-government or regional autonomy that have operated or proposed to operate in Australia.
	

	

	



6.  What is the relevance of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander cultural expression within contemporary society? (60 words)
	



7. Explain the inter-connectedness of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander culture and the expressive arts. (50 words)
	



8. How have the expressive arts helped to maintain Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture? (20 words)
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