	
	DIPLOMA APPLIED ABORIGINAL STUDIES - SUMMARY SHEET #2

	EARLY GOVERNMENT POLICIES: Instructions to Arthur Phillip when he arrived here, included: that the lives and livelihoods of the natives were to be protected. However, over time the states and territories developed their respective policies in relation to the protection of Aboriginal people. The Protection Policy was to protect Aborigines from abuse; provide populations with rations, blankets, food and medicine; reserves and missions set up Other policies that Aboriginal people have been subjected to include Assimilation and Integration. ASSIMILATION: all aborigines and part-aborigines were expected eventually to attain the same manner of living as other Australians and to live as members of a single Australian community enjoying the same rights and privileges, accepting the same responsibilities, observing the same customs and influenced by the same beliefs, hopes and loyalties as other Australians. INTEGRATION: a policy that recognised the value of Aboriginal culture and the right of Aboriginal people to retain their languages and customs and maintain their own distinctive protocols and communities SELF-MANAGEMENT/ SELF DETERMINATION: the fundamental right of Aboriginal people to retain their racial identity and traditional lifestyle; to adopt wholly or partially a white Australian lifestyle as well as encourage Aboriginal participation or control in local or community government as well as other areas of concern RECONCILIATION: is about creating equity and equality; closing this gap and building relationships to do this in areas such as health, education, employment and living standards compared to the non-Indigenous population. The objective of the National Agreement on Closing the Gap is to enable Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and governments to work together to overcome the inequality experienced by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, and achieve life outcomes equal to all Australians.    


HISTORY: Historical events may cause culture to change. Consider how the following events has impacted the culture of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people at the time. Colonisation; the 1967 Referendum: Government legislation eg Preservation and Protection: the Wave Hill Walk Off (August 1966); Court Decisions (Mabo-High Court Decision,1992) and COVID 19; Redfern Speech by Prime Minister Paul Keating(1992): Prime Minister Kevin Rudd’s formal apology (13 February 2008) to Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. National Sorry Day (26 May); Coming of the light in Torres Strait Celebration (01July); Canberra Tent Embassy Parliament House Canberra (1971) NSW Uni Students Freedom Ride (1965);Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act (1976)    Aboriginal Development Commission (July 1980); Uluru and Kata Tjuta handed back to traditional owners (October 1985);      Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission commences (1990)     
Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody (April, 1991); Cathy Freeman Sydney Olympics Gold Medallist 400 metres (25 Sept 2000); Senator Neville Bonner (late), first Indigenous person elected to Federal Parliament (1972). What other historical events have impacted Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander affairs?







What other historical events do you think may cause Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture to change?
FACTORS AFFECTING ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER LIFESTYLES: There are at least five (5) elements to a person’s culture which in turn impact on our lifestyle. They are that culture: (1) changes (2) is learned (3) affects our behaviour (4) is passed down from one generation to the next (5) is shared. Therefore, questions that may be asked about culture may include: (1) What can cause culture to change?  (2) How can culture be learned? (3) What causes culture to affect our behaviour? (4) How is culture passed down from generation to generation? (5) How is culture shared?  Answers to these questions may be found in various contexts viz history, health, geography, ecosystem, spirituality, law/lore, technology, politics, social relationships, economy, and employment. These contexts and their impact are addressed below in the sections identified below. 

ECOSYSTEM: An ecosystem is a geographic area where plants, animals, and other organisms, as well as weather and landscapes, work together to form a bubble of life (National Geographic). Scientists are claiming climate change is having a major effect on the ecosystem especially in remote parts of Australia as increases in temperature reduces the amount of bush tucker and other native foods available. In coastal areas, especially in the Torres Strait, rises in sea levels are forcing people to take specific action for survival to prevent being forced off their land. This anxiety may also impact on their mental health. Extreme weather events such as cyclones and floods in remote Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities may cut-off technological services for long periods as well thereby denying them access to telecommunication services. Social connection is a very important aspect for persons living in the geographically remote and isolated parts of the country. Australia’s ecosystem also plays an important part in the country’s tourism industry. Its unique attractions enable communities and traditional owners to generate an income through guided tours and provides employment opportunities for locals and research opportunities.  


TECHNOLOGY: A simple definition of technology is the application of scientific knowledge to the practical aims of human life. The application of scientific knowledge by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people is evident in the way they carried out the aims of human life and is still evident today. Examples include the design and making of tools for hunting such as boomerangs, shaping of stones for knives, spear tips, fish nets, fish traps and the use of plants which when added to ponds will stun fish which then float to the surface for easy capture. Cool burns of bush undergrowth is another example of scientific knowledge in caring for country. One other remarkable example of Aboriginal technology which has been accepted world-wide is the didjeridoo viz part of a tree that is hollowed out and blown in a special way to make a distinctive sound complementing other musical instruments.

EMPLOYMENT: Aboriginal workers rights and entitlements have been the subject of campaigns on more than one occasion e.g. the Wave Hill Walk Off. Issues impacting on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander employment with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people include economical benefits, technology, education and geography. Traditional custodians and land councils may have agreements with various companies extracting resources from their land. The agreements may include revenue as well as employment opportunities for community members. The economic base of communities in rural centres may benefit from other aspects of employment in that wages earned may be spent in the community as well. Technology across Australia has impacted upon Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities in many ways. These include social media which enables groups to interact efficiently and across vast differences such as overseas. The technology also enables workers, machine operators, retailers, and administrators to carry out their duties and responsibilities efficiently and in certain instances at a lower cost than previously. Educational achievements will open doors to employment for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander persons in specific circumstance. For example, employers wanting to commence operations in rural or geographically remote areas which do not attract personnel from major centres, may educate and train local community members who don’t want to leave family or country for employment elsewhere. The geographical location and its weather patterns may be incentives for workers to travel from one part of the country  to another in search of seasonal work eg. fruit pickers. 
HEALTH: The health of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continues to be an issue of national importance. The C’’wealth Government’s Closing the Gap Program focuses on it along with other issues. Colonisation has been considered as a major factor in the overall deterioration of the health of Australia’s First Nations People due to such factors as colonisers taking over their land, killing wildlife, clearing land and introducing a change in their diet from bush tucker. Health authorities have appointed Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to staffing positions in order to make services more effective. Pharmaceutical companies have acknowledged the curing capabilities of bush medicine and have packaged and bottled tea-tree and eucalyptus oils, Kakadu plum foods and goanna oil as examples of products for purchase. The C’wealth Government’s National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Plan 2021-2031 is aligned with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), which includes: (a) the right to practice culture (b) the right to self-determination, and (c) the right to make decisions on matters that affect lives and communities. It’s essential that any health plan, which is a critical part of well-being and identity, must address the needs of people living across urban, regional, rural and remote locations,  and must focus on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who identify as LGBTQIA+SB; those living with mental illness; the incarcerated; those experiencing homelessness; people with a disability; speakers of traditional languages; Stolen Generation survivors; young people; children in care as well as our seniors.


LAW: LORE The acquisition of land by the colonisers was a primary objective and they intended to take it by any means even if it meant dawn raids on small groups living peacfully trying to survive after seeing their primary sources of food and the land being destroyed. After all,the colonisers saw the land as Terra Nullius  and therefore wasn’t owned by anyone. The Mabo Court (1992) decision was to change that. There are significant historical events which are seen as part of the Frontier Wars which took place once colonisation began. Both men and women played significant roles in defending their traditional lands in violent clashes as well as just trying to survive the invasion. Whilst there were violent clashes with the colonisers, in some instances local men and women saw a means of survival through recruitment to carry out certain roles such as home duties for women and guides and trackers for the men and in some instances seen as slave labour. Aboriginal troopers were recruited because of their bushcraft which helped with law enforcement especially when recapturing escaped convicts. As time passed they became known as black trackers and were invaluable in helping police locate lost persons or escapees from custody. MURRI/KOORI COURT: Aboriginal community participation in sentencing processes had been carried out in remote communities with the aim of providing “justice” to victims according to the lore. Over time, the process became more formalised and across the country states and territories have endeavoured to make the sentencing culturally appropriate. The judicial system encourages Elders, family members and others to participate in the sentencing process and to provide officials with insight into the offence, the character of victim-offender relations, and an offender's readiness to change.
SPIRITUALITY: There are a number of significant influences impacting on spirituality in relation to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. One of special significance is the establishment of missions by various church groups for the purposes of protection and preservation as well as preaching the gospel of salvation. In Queensland some of the communities previously managed by the church became DOGIT (Deed of Grant in Trust) communities. There is still in some communities across the country, a very strong Christian base with local men and women playing a major role in the Church. The Archbishop of Canterbury in late 2022 visited North Queensland and ordained two women as deacons and one as a priest at the Yarrabah Aboriginal Community. Torres Strait Islanders celebrate the Coming of the light on 1stJuly each year signifying the arrival of missionaries who brought the Gospel of Christianity to the Torres Strait.

